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Y ATIMELESS'TALE 7 
OF THE ORIGINAL . 
| AUMAN TORCH 


THE TORCH 

IS BLAZING THEN IT'S i 
THROUGH THE TRUE! HE a 
STEEL VAULTS HAS TURNED HE MusT H | 


7 


BUT HOW 2 


HE'S TRYING CRIMINAL { BE STOPPED’ \}} : A § 


TO ROB THE { 
BANK! 4 


Zp 


We, 


IF THE FOOLS 
ONLY KNEW 
THE TRUTHS BUT 
THEY SUSPECT 
NOTHING J MY 
PLAN IS WORK- 
ING PERFECTLY / 
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OUR TALE BEGINS IN A THEATER, WHERE MOYIE- 
GOERS ARE WATCHING NEWSREGL SCENES 
OF THE LATEST EXPLOITS OF Ti 
TORCH... = 

SAY, REMEMBER 


THAT # THE DESTROYER SABOTAGED 
THE ROLLER COASTER , AND A 
THE GUY TESTING IT 

WOULD'VE BEEN 


KILLED IF THE 


Yano THERE'S THE TORCH 


FORCING THAT FOREIGN 6PY 
SUB TO SURFACE, BY 
FINING LOW OVER THE 


WATER AND MAKING 


iT BOIL! 


AND WHEN THE BUT THE TORCH MELTED | 


DESTROYER WAS HIS GUN BEFORE HE 


Feov, I'LL BET THERE'S 


CAUGHT, HE TRIGD | COULD EVEN FIRE IT/ 
TO SHOOT HIS WAY 
TO FREEDOM... 


THAT FIRE-GUY IS 
THE GREATEST CRIME 
FIGHTER IN THE 


NOBOBY WHO CAN 
DEFEAT THE TORCH! 


THE HUMAN TORCH IS a [rar WIZARD! A TALL, GAUNT FIGURE WHOM 


INDEED MIGHTY! IT WILL 
BE INTERESTING TO 
MATCH MY POWERS 

AGAINST HIS! 


WE SHALL FOLLOW ASHE RIDES HOME... 


FIRE IS A POWERFUL WEAPON BUT 

I POSSES THE GREATEST WEAPON 

OF ALL-- THE WORLD'S GREAT -~- 
EST BRAIN 4? 


ONLY A SUPERIOR INTELLECT SUCH . 

AS I COULD HAVE DESIGNED SO FURNISHINGS AND DEVICES THAT aie 

ULTRA-MODERN A HOME / ARE YEARS AHEAD OF =] 
THEIR TIME 


INVENTIONS SUCH AS THIS AIR-CHAIR, (BUT MY MENTAL PROWESS EXTENDS \ 
THE ULTIMATE IN COMFORTABLE SEAT- FURTHER! I AM THE LEADING CONTENDER 
ING, HAVE BROUGHT ME FAME FOR THE INTERNATIONAL CHESS 

AND FORTUNE! IPs 


MILLIONS 
: | OFFERED 


“ONLY LAST MONTH I PITTED I HAVE PERFORMED FEATS UNRIVALLED BY THE GREAT~ 
MY SKILL AGAINST A FORMER EST MAGICIANS... 
CHESS CHAMPION AND AN 
ELECTRONIC CALCULATING 
Ol 


POWERED BY A TINY ATOMIC 
MOTOR, THE UNBREAKABLE 
BLADE WILL SAW THROUGH 
MY CHAINS IN SECONDS/ 


NOW THAT I’M UNSHACKLED, I 
MERELY TAKE QUT THE CAPSULE 
=I WAS HIDING IN MY MOUTH... 


(...AND UNSCREW THE 
TOP TO RELEASE ITS 
GASEQUS CONTENTS... 


——— J 
NES, I HAVE PROVEN MY MEN-' 
TAL SUPERIORITY IN COUNTLESS 
WAYS.! THERE IS ONLY OWE 
CHALLENGE LEFT FOR ME-~ 
TO DEFEAT THE HUMAM 
TORCH J THAT WILL BE MY 
ULTIMATE ACHIEVEMENT” 


EXPANOS IMMEDIATELY 
UPON CONTACT WITH 
AIR... EXPANOS WITH SUCH J 
FORCE THAT IT CAN 

‘EVEN... 


= = 
STILETTO, AND DISCUS- 


AND IRONICALLY, AT THAT MOMENT, 
JOHNNY STORM AND HIS PALS ARE 
DISCUSSING THE WORLD RENOWED) 
WIZARD... ==> 


INVENTOR, MAGICIAN, 
CHESS CHAMP--8OY, 
THERE'S WOTHING 
THAT GUY CAN'T 

Do! 


7 
LET'S SEE... 


THE FIRST 


IDENTITY, 
SO HOW-- 
WAIT, I 

HAVE IT! 


Y 
rt PuT N 
MYSELF 


TO DIG WORLD'S: 
DEEPEST HOLE! 


NV LOOK! HE'S 


POWERED TYPE / 
THE WIZARD BUILT 
IT JUST FOR 
THIS PROJECT! 


STEEL JUGGERNAUT BORES DEEP- 


ORINEN BY NUCLEAR ENERGY, THE 
ER AND DEEPER INTO THE EARTH... 


Fcoop orp! \Mlr tHe wizaro's \ 


THE SUPPORTS " TRAPPEO DOWN 


HAVE BROKEN. 


EVERYONE ON THE SURFACE WILL ASSUME I'M 
TRAPPED DOWN HERE WITHOUT AIR THEY DON'T! 
KNOW THIS SECRET COMPARTMENT OF THE 
DRILL CONTAINS ENOUGH OXYGEN TO KEEP: 
ME ALIVE FOR WEEKS! 


AND, AT THAT MOMENT, IN THE HOME OF JOHNNY 
AND SUE STORM... 


THEY 4h \/ i<je} 

NEVER 

MAKE IT, 

SIS... BUT 
THE HUMAN / 
TORCH 
CAN! 


Prescuses ARE 

TRYING DESPERATELY 
TO REACH THE WIZARD 
BEFORE HE PERISHES 
FROM LACK OF AiR! 
IT SEEMS HOPELESS... 


(ors We 
TORCH! 


[SECONDS LATER, A FIERY FIGURE 
IS SEEN STREAKING OVER GLEN- 
I CAN SPOT THE 


SITE OF THE CANE-IN 
FROM HERE’ 


WE'LL RESCUE] 


LIKE A FLAMING DEMON, THE 
THE WIZARD IN| |TORCH BURNS HIS WAY DOWN 
TIME_IFANY- INTO THE SUBTERRANEAN 

ONE CAN! DEPTHS... 

V THE INTENSE 
HEAT OF MY 
BLAZING BODY 
CAN MELT 
THRU THIS 
SLAG LIKE 
A KNIFE 
THRU HOT 

BUTTER! 


THANK 
HEAVENS 
NOU CAME! 
IN ANOTHER 
COUPLE OF 
MINUTES T 
WOULD HAVE 
COLLAPSED 
FROM LACK 


WORKED! 


HANG ON / ZT'LL DOUSE THE FLAME 
FROM MN ARMS, AND HAVE 
NOU UP ON THE SURFACE 

IN A SIFFY / 


oe Ew 
POWER MAN! LUKE CAGE— A NEW NAME, THE SAME OLD EXCITEMENT! 


I'D BE VERY 

INTERESTED 

IN SEEING 
THEM! 


YOU'VE SAVED MN LIFE AND 
TLL ALWANS BE GRATEFUL! AS 
A TOKEN OF MY APPRECIATION, 
TID LIKE TO SHOW YOU MY 
HOME AND THE INVENTIONS. 

I HAVE THERE! 


geet MOVING! 


ENERGY / 


Fzm curiqus To see Wsust STAND STL 
HOW I'D LOOK INA AND YOu'LL FINO: 

THREE DIMENSIONAL Our! ALL I HAVE TO 
PICTURE! OO |S PRESS THIS 
BUTTON... 


THIS ESCALATOR IT WORKS SO SMOOTHIN 
OPERATES I CAN'T EVEN FEEL I'M 
BY SOLAR 7 


frve PASSED 
NOUR HOUSE 
MANY TIMES! 
IT LOOKS 
FABULOUS! 


WAIT TILL YOu 
SEE THE IN- 
SIDE OF IT! 


ii 


> 


KIKE A CAT PLAYING WITH A MOUSE, THE 
WIZARD TAKES HIS TIME! INSIDE THE 
HOUSE, HE SHOWS THE TORCH MANY WONDERS! 


MAY I 
SNAP A 
PICTURE 


THESE ARE SPECIAL CAMERAS. 
WHICH D USE TO TAKE THREE - 
OIMENSIONAL PHOTOGRAPHS 
OF HONORED GUESTS, FOR 

SOUVENIRS! 


TORCH, YOU'RE 
MINE SS HA, 
HA, HAS 


\ S 
INUED AFTER NEXT PAGE 


BY THE CHEMICAL SOLUTION, THE 
BEWILDERED TORCH FINDS HIM- 
SELF CAPTURED... 


YOU'RE MY PRISONER! 
AND THIS ISONLY 
THE BEGINNING! 
TURN ARQUND AND 
START WALKING! 


HIS FLAME ALMOST ENTIRELY DOUSED [ I HAD THIS KOOM PRE- 


PARED ESPECIALLY FOR 
NOu/ ITS ENTIRE SURFACE 


SO YOU WON'T BE ABLE 
TO BURN YOUR WAY 
| TO FREEDOM ! 


iS LINED WITH ASBESTOS, 


[AND WHILE YOU'RE 
LOCKEDIN THERE, 
I'M GOING TO. 
DESTROY YOUR 
REPUTATION.' I'M 
GOING TO TRANS- 
FORM YOU INTO A 
CRIMINAL - ~~ 
DESPISED BY 
SOCIETY, 
HUNTED BY 

THE POLICE! 


Fou MUST IT'S USELESS TO. 
HAVE FLIPPED \PROTEST/I AM 
YOUR CORK! | YOUR MENTAL 
NOU CAN'T SUPERIOR AND 
KEEP MEIN / I'M GOING TO 
HERE! OPEN/ DEFEAT YOU,’ 
ups NOTHING CAN 
STOP MEL 
NOTHING © 


ON AUTO~. 
MATICALLY, 


SMALL HOLES |. 
IN SUIT ALLOW 

JE FIRE TO 

2). BuRN FREE! 


AND. A FEW MOMENTS 
LATER, A FIERY FIGURE 
TAKES TO THE AIR! IT'S 
PURPOSE : TO DISCREDIT 
THE LEGEND OF THE 
HUMAN TORCH... 


¥ NOT ONE PERSON IN 
THOUSAND CAN TELL 
FROM, THE REAL TORt 
I CANNOT 


STORMS INTO A BANK 


SSS eee — 
THEN, SOMETIME LATER, A FLAMING FIGURE 


THEY! IT's 


WONDER WHAT 


Si 
Him! HE DOESN'T 
FEEL A THING! 


LATERR, THE FLAMING FIGURE 
BLAZES HIS WAY THRU THE WALL 
OF THE STATE PRISON... 


THATS THE JOKER Y 


WHO_SENT ME Ui 


iP 
HERE/ WHAT'S HE 
WANT WOW 2? 


HE--HE'S Y 
MELTING THE 
LOCKS OF 


| THE -FIERY MENACE NEXT APPEARS ON A BRIDGE. 


Itt JUST SET WHY DOESN'T THEY BEATS 
UPATOLL GATE } TORCH LET US 
OF FLAME,’ PASS 7 WHAT'S 
4 HE UP TO 2? 


A MOMENT LATER, IT BECOMES ALL TOO CLEAR... 


THE PRICE VY “LL 


MY GATE IS | DOLLARS /! 
A HUNORED | TO CROSS CARS UP 


COLLARS (A BRIDGE 2! J AND TAKE 
PER CAR! a ANOTHER 


co 


(THE ONE THING THE WIZARD 
DOESN'T KNOW IS THAT I 
CAN INCREASE MN HEAT 
THE CHEMICAL SOLUTION FOR SHORT PERIODS OF 
HAS WORN OFF! I-CAN TIME --UNTIL WOTHING 
FLAME ON AGAIN! CAN WITHSTAND IT/ 


THAT BLASTED 
HUMAN TORCH-- 
HE MELTED ‘ 


THERE -- I'VE BOWE IT! I'M 
BLAZING LIKE AN INFERNO /! TO BURN THROUGH THE THIN SHEET 


OF ASBESTOS! 


Cis 


Li 
COLL 


ISS 


iVING MUMMY! 


NOW TO FIND THE WIZARD! 


LOOK? IT'S 
THE TORCH / 


GET HIM? 
DON'T 

LET HIM 
ESCAPE!! 


THEY'RE 
SHOOTING 


BE EXTRA CAREFUL NOW! 


THE WIZARD MUST HAVE ACCOMPLISHED 
WHAT HE SET OUT TO DO! I'VE GOT TO 


[FIVING ANGRILY OVER THE CITY, HOPING AGAINST 
HOPE, THE TORCH GETS A LUCKY BREAK AS HIS 


[THE WIZARDS 
I'VE FOUND 


ae EVES SPOT THE OCCUPANT OF A SPEEDING 
TAXI... 


YOU GOT FREES! \NELL, IT WILL 
06 YOU NO GOOD! IT's Too 
LATE FOR YOU, TORCH, J 


| ORDERING THE CAB TO STOP FOR) 
A MOMENT, THE WIZARD BRAZEN-| 
IN STEPS OUT, AND SAYS... 


FRou SO NOT FRIGHTEN V HOW \ 
ME, TORCH / I KNOW, EVER, 
NOU WOULD NEVER A334 IF YOu 
HARM AN vr COME TO 
UNARMED MN HOUSE 
Al TONIGHT, I'tt 
BE WAITING 
FOR YOU--FOR: 
7 OUR FINAL 


TEST OF POWER! 


(ru BE THERE/ BuT FIRST I 


MUST FIND A HIDING PLACE 
WHERE I CAN CHANGE BACK 
TO JOHNNY STORM! THEN, 
I'M GOING TO MAKE A PHONE 
CALL THAT WiLL DEFEAT 


THE WIZARD! 
oo) 


A PHONE CALL TO DEFEAT 
THE WIZARD 2 WHAT CAN THE 
TORRID TEEN-AGER MEAN # 


47 


THAT EVENING, THE TORCH KEEPS 
HIS APPOINTMENT... 


(AH, HE IS HERE! NOW MY 
\ VICTORY SHALL BE 
% = COMPLETE! 


FURTHER PROVE tT HOLO AND FIGHT ME FOR THE 
MN SUPERIORITY, SEVERAL | | MY FIRE COSTUME PICTURES AS MAN TOMAI 
BYGIVING YOUA ¥P PHOTO- AND FLAMING! BUT THEN I WOULD SEE WHO 
CHANGE TO SAVE Jt GRAPHS... NOU REALIY ARE AND RE- 
YOURSELF... BUT THAT I IMPER= VEAL NOUR IDENTITY TO 
NOU Wit Nor SONATEG YOu! / ING YOUR as sucst THE WORLD! 
TAKE IT! FLAME TO KILL ‘ 
ME-*ANOT 
KNOW YOU'LL. 
NOT OO THAT! 


om A Vor, YOu CAN FLAME cage, 


OR; YOU CAN JUST WV IT'S IRONIC | 
THAT THE DON'T EVEN SUSPECT! | IMPOSSIBLE S’ 

ONIN _ PROOF I GAN MAKE THINGS / NOBOBY CAN 
LESSLY AS I SET OF YOUR INNO« MOVE, WITHOUT 


| | 4 
FIRE TOTHE CENCE WILL BE EVEN TOUCHING 
PICTURES! #i CONSUMED BY THEM! 
< FIRE, NOUR OWN 
ELEMENT! 


MY WILL IS s} 
STRONGER THAN 
THE LAWS OF 


Fr WAVE VAN@UW/SHED 


NOU, WIZARD, 


NATURE! I AM 
IN. ALL-POWER - 
f 7 FULL 


“ih 
SPIDER-MAN AND HERCULES— SIDE BY SIDE IN MARVEL TEAM-UP #28! 


/'E-T CHALLENGED 
THE HUMAN TORCH 
AND LOST! TM 

BEATEN! 


_ AFTER < PHONED YOu! 


Vie Nou HADN'T BEEN 


THE WIZARD SURE WAS A BRAIN...BUT 
AROUND TO TAKE THOSE ! HE MADE THE MISTAKE OF NOT REALIZING, 
FICTURES OUT OF THE THAT NO MATTER WOW SMART A Guy 
WIZARD'S HAND HE \S, HE CAN'T EVER THINK OF 
WOULD'VE BURNED THEM! EVERYTHING! 
THEN I WEVER \NWOULD'VE 4 
BEEN ABLE TO CLEAR 
MNSELFS 


10 


A GENERATION OF HERE'S THE ORIGINAL 


r { mt wt “4 ¥ SE ONG nd 


"A WORLD OF MADNE: THE FANTASTIC FOUR'S NEXT STOP! 


ROM A LONELY MOUNTAIN ROAD ECHOES 1 DON'T GET IT, 
THE GLOATING LAUGH OF ...7THE YEN! HYENA! WHY ARE 


YOU PAINTING 
NEW WHITE STRIPE 
Nes: RAGIRSE Te LEADING OFF THE A 
5 : 


oa 


ONLY ZAVS TIME THE MARKING 


VV. THE CENTER STRIPE 
1S WHAT TRUCK 
DRIVERS FOLLOW ar 
NIGHT! THAT'S HOW 
THEY CAN “SEE” IN 

THE DARK/ 


YES GLUED TO THE CENTER STRIPE, THE 
WON'T HELP THEM KEEP TO THE PRIVER OF THe TRUCK PLUNGES STRAIGHT 
CENTER OF THE ROAD! IT’LL LEAD 


THEM OFF INTO THE CHASM! 
HERE COMES THE TRUCK NOW! 


THERE ITIS MEN! A TRUCK IO CORRAINE MULLER, 
FULL OF VALUABLES! RIPE THE HYENA'S SUCCESS 
FOR THE PLUNDER! BRINGS TRAGIC NEWS... 


YOU'RE A SMART 
Guy, HYENA! FATHER WAS 
ORIVING THE 
TRUCK THAT 
CRASHED, 


TO DESTRUCTION! 


THE TRUCKING 
BUSINESS IS 
NO GAME 
FORAGIRLU! 
A MANAGER 
OF THE LINE, 
T ADVISE You 
TO SELL 


PU 


IM WHE 
OWNER, MR. 
LENNOX, 
NOW THAT 
MY FATHER'S 
GONE! I'VE 
MADE UP 
MY MIND 
NOT TO 
SELL! 


CANWHILE, IN THE 
APARTMENT SHARED 
BY TORCH AND TORO... 


THIS MUST 
BE MORE 
THAN A 
COINCIDENCE! 
I THINK WE 
OUGHT TO 


ANOTHER CRASH ON THE 
MILLER TRUCKING LINE! THAT 
MAKES FOUR CRASHES IN 4 INVESTIGATE 
THE PAST THREE MONTHS | TORO! 


THIS ONE COST THE 
OWNER HIS LIFE! 


I APPRECIATE YOUR OFFER OF HELP! 
BUT I'VE TAKEN PRECAUTIONS! EVERY 
TRUCK THAT LEAVES HERE IS NOW 


gles WITH A TWO-WAY RADIO 
ET! 


GOOD! THEN THE DRIVER CAN \, 
TELL YOU IF ANYTHING GOES § 
WRONG ON HIS TRIP! 


AND I 
SECOND THE 
MOTION! 
THINGS 
HAVE BEEN 
TOO DULL 
AROUND 
HERE LATELY! 


LET'S GO! OUR FIRST 


STOP |S THE MAIN DEPOT 
OF THE MILLER 
TRUCKING LINE! 


ANOTHER TRUCK 
HEADED THIS Way! 
TWAST THE WHEEL! 


THE FOOL SAW THE REFLECTION OF 
HIS OWN HEADLIGHTS IN THE 
MIRROR I PLANTED HERE! HE 
THOUGHT IT WAS AMOTHER TRUCK 
GOING TO COLLIDE WITH HIM! 
YAA-HA-HA! 


? 
Buz insive THe ruck... [| 


ep ON NORTH ROAD! THOUGHT 


I SAW... ANOTHER TRUCK. 


ANOTHER ACCIDENT! 
IT DOESN'T SEEM 
POSSIBLE! 


THEY DELIBERATELY 
WRECKED THE TRUCK, 
AND THAT MIRROR 
EXPLAINS A/OW/ 

THEY DID IT! 


YOU WON'T PULL 
ANY MORE TRICKS! 


TROUBLE! we'p fv GO AHEAD! 
Berek Ger T'Lt FOLLOW 
OUT THERE YOU_IN ONE OF 
RIGHT AWAY! OUR REPAIR 


Cor THAT'S 
LPNS ANSWER, 
PSF! 


YAA-H4-HAL THEY 
WON'T CATCH THE 
HYENA! 


CONTINUED AFTER NEXT PAGE 


THE LEADER'S I HEAR ANOTHER VEHICLE! 
GETTING THE DRIVER WILL SMASH UP 
WITH THIS WRECKED TRUCK 
1N THE Way! 


ITS THE REPAIR 
TRUCK, WITH MISS 
MILLER! 


YOU NEARLY SHARED HE HOW DID you THE HYENA TOLD 
THE FATE Ge YOuR Hales tes pid KNOW My TRUCK us! HE KNows 
DRIVER, MISS MILLER! UNDERSTAND HOW WAS HEADED EVERYTHING! 
HiS TRUCK WAS iT HAPPENED! HE THIS WAY ? 
DELIBERATELY WAS TRAVELING A 
WREAKED! NEW, SECRET ROUTE! 


as of be 


ATER, WHEN LORRAINE MILLER 
RETURNS TO THE DEPOTE.-- SOMEONE'S “To BLAME! TM GOING 
TO CALL THE POLICE AND LET 
MR. LENNOX, NO ONE THEM FIND OUT WHO'S GUILTY! 
KNOWS OUR TRUCKING 
SCHEDULES, BUT YOU 
AND I! YET, INFORMATION 
HAS REACHED A MAN 
CALLED THE HYENA! 


YOU WANT MISS 
MILLER? T_DON‘T 
KNOW WHAT HAPPENED 
TOHER! SHE WAS 
TALKING TO LENNOX, 
THE MANAGER, 4 
LITTLE WHILE AGO! 


THAT'S TOO DANGEROUS AN 
ASSIGNMENT FOR A WOMAN! 
WE'VE GO7F TO STOP HER! 


BO¢ WORTH OF MARTIAL-ARTS ACTION! THAT'S GIANT.SI7E MASTER OF WLING EI 


GooD THE NITRO TRUCK THEN WE 

WORK, (8 READY TO ROLL! / 1? OUT OF 

LENNOX?! IT'LL BE THE LAST ; THE STATE, ‘ 
TRIP FOR MISS EH, HYENAP 
LORRAINE MILLER! 


THAT TRUCK 1S LOADED TLt BET 
WITH NITRO-GLYCERINE/ 7 LORRAINE 
IT WAS WAITING FOR MILLER |S 
A SPECIAL DRIVER ff DRIVING IT 
TO ARRIVE... HERSELF! 


IITLE DOES THE TORCH SUSPECT THE 
ACTUAL DANGER IN WHICH LORRAINE 
MILLER FINDS HERSELF! 


LENNOX! THEN YES! IT WAS HACKING 
YOU AND THE YOUR TRUCKS AFTER 
HYENA WERE LENNOX PASSED ON 
WORKING. INFORMATION 
TOGETHER? ABOUT THE CARGO 


4) alot 


WE'LL LEAVE YOU HERE! TRY 
ORIVING \T YOURSELF! YA4-HA-HA! 


GET THEM, TORO! I'M GOING AFTER 

THAT TRUCK! IT HOPE ITM NOT TOO 

LATE! iT JUST JUMPED THE ROAD 
AT THE CURVE)! 


iN THE END, THE HYENA 
PROVED AS COWARDLY 
AS HIS NAMESAKE! HE 
STARTED BEGGING FOR 
MERCY AS SOON AS IT 


NO TROUBLE 
WITH OUR 
HIJACKING. 
FRIEND! 


HIT HIM! LENNOX WAS 


THE SAME! 


BUT YOURE 
SAFE, MISS MILLER! 


TER, WHEN THE HIJACKERS HAVE 
BEEN DELIVERED TO THE POLICE... 


LORRAINE MILLERS WF CERTAINLY SHE 

A BRAVE GIRL! I WILL, TORO! SHE'S 
THINK SHE'LL GOT EVERYTHING 

MAKE A SUCCESS IT TAKES- PLUS! 
OF HER TRUCKING 

BUSINESS NOW! 


